
 

Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
by Carlee Webb 

Parent-teacher conferences 
are coming up! They will be held on 
Thursday, February 16th from 1:00-
7:00 p.m. To learn more about your 
child’s progress in school, check 
with his/her teacher for further 
information. 

I interviewed Mr. Bruce 
Greenway, the middle school math 
teacher, since he is both a teacher 
and a parent. As a teacher, he said, 
parent-teacher conferences are “a 
wonderful opportunity to 
communicate face-to-face with 
parents.” He also attends 
conferences as a parent. From the 
parent view, he said, “It can be very 
difficult to know how your child is 
doing in school. Parent-teacher 
conferences help to track your 
child’s progress and know how to 
support them out of school.” 

Remember to attend parent-
teacher conferences! 
 

Ms. Akridge converses with parent Carol 
Dykes and her daughter, Libby. 
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CMS thanks Clayton-
Little Attorneys for 
sponsoring the 
newsletter printing! 

 

 

And thanks all of our PIE Partners for their 
support: Hub City Blueprint, Donnell 

Century Farms, Regions Bank, Leader’s 
Credit Union, Clayton-Little Attorneys, 
Durobag, and Tim Ferguson Plumbing. 

Yearbook Orders by Javion Greer 
 

     Don’t miss out – it’s fun! Yearbooks are on sale right now 
through February 24th. Visit www.pictavocommunity.com 
to order a yearbook and select Community Montessori School. 
Each yearbook costs $28.35 (including tax). I interviewed Ms. 
Prudence Maholmes, who serves on the yearbook committee. 
She says it takes about a month to put together the 
yearbook once all of the photos and ads have been uploaded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     One way families can celebrate their students is to 
purchase a yearbook ad. You can place an ad by visiting 
www.pictavocommunity.com and include photos (playing 
sports, helping other students, with family), quotes, or clip 
art. Ads cost $56.71 for a full-page ad, $33.08 for a half-
page ad, and 23.63 for a quarter-page ad. 
     Ms. Maholmes said, “We would like everyone to order a 
yearbook so they can look back at themselves – because it is 
a special momento for adults to look back on to see how they 
were as children.” 

Sophia 
Membreno 
showing a 

2016 
yearbook 
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     Everyone is invited to come to Montessori Fest! It is 
a community event and such a fun day! “It is an 
excellent way to spend time with friends and family,” 
says Holly White, committee chair. Montessori Fest 
will be held March 4th from 10:00 to 2:00, with a 
5K/Fun Run at 9:00 a.m. Registration for the races are 
online (www.racesonline.com, $20, t-shirt) or at 8:00 
a.m. race day ($25). For the festival, there will be $10 
wristbands (ages 5+) that include all games and 
jumpers. In addition, there will be vendors selling 
various goods and foods as well as a silent auction. 
     The PTO needs help with this event – volunteers to 
set up, help with the race, sell concessions, take 
down, etc. If you would like to help, contact Holly 
White at hollyw350@gmail.com or call/text 731-589-
2741. Ms. White also indicated she is still looking for 
festival sponsors at levels from $50 (Family) all the 
way to $1000 (Gold). All proceeds from Montessori 
Fest go to our school. Ms. White says, “There is truly 
something for everyone at Montessori Fest!” 
 
 

Montessori Fest by Brooke Kinzer Photo of brx0’s George 
Washington 57th & Sandy used 
under Creative Commons 2.0 

license. 
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Presidents’ Day 
by Trey Williams 

 
     Presidents’ Day is a 
holiday that celebrates all 
U.S. Presidents. It began in 
1885 as a way to honor our 
first president, George 

Washington. It was held each year on February 22nd, 
his birthday, until 1971, when the holiday was 
moved to the 3rd Monday of February.  
     I interviewed Patrick Dollar about Presidents’ 
Day. He works for the JMCSS Central Office as the 
Risk Manager. He deals with district accidents, 
injuries, and also teachers who do not do the right 
thing. Mr. Dollar believes Presidents’ Day is a time 
to celebrate and remember all the presidents and 
what a good government we have. There is not 
really anything he does special for the day, but he 
goes back and remembers past presidents and stops 
and thinks about his blessings to live in a country 
with free elections.  
     Mr. Dollar doesn’t really have a favorite 
president. He likes many of them, but he said 
George Washington was one of his favorites 
because he was the first president and chose not to 
be a king. He also admires Abraham Lincoln 
because he believed all should be treated equal. 

Each class prepares and 
provides volunteers to run 

a game for Montessori 
Fest. Check with your 
child’s teacher on the 

game for your class and 
ways you can help. 

Each class also provides 
a silent auction basket 
that is book-themed. 

Check with your child’s 
teacher on the basket 

theme and needs. 

 

Evan Roberts stands 
inside a bubble at 

Montessori Fest 2016 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Have a few minutes? part of a day? an evening? 
Whatever time you have available, there is a way 
you can help with Montessori Fest! Contact Holly 
White (hollyw350@gmail.com, 589-2741) to help 
with any of the roles below – or to find out what 
else needs to be done. 

• Locate event sponsors 
• Set-up for the event (Friday, March 3rd) 
• Work your class’s game 
• Display silent auction baskets 
• Sell concessions 
• Help with 5K/Fun Run registration 
• Take down the event (March 4th 2:00-3:00) 

 
Stay in touch with what’s going on! 

CMS PTO Facebook® page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1392707751048802/  

CMS PTO email: 
communitymontessori.pto@gmail.com  
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     We as a school are helping refill RIFA. The RIFA 
food drive is especially important after the holidays. 
During Christmas, RIFA gets a lot of donated food, but 
when the holidays end all that food has been given out. 
So our school annually holds a food drive to replenish 
RIFA, specifically the snack backpack program. This 
program provides food and drinks for kids who don’t 
have access to enough food over the weekend. We are 
collecting popcorn and Poptarts.  
     I interviewed A. J. Franklin, a student peer 
counselor, who helps with the food drive. He said the 

snack backpack program is 
important “to give to people 
who need it.” He also 
shared that after the 
holidays, RIFA has “to gain 
back their food for the next 
season, so we (CMS) are 
filling up their food 
cabinet.” 
     Thank you to everyone 
who has donated so far and 
to everyone who will 
donate. Each class is 
collecting donations 
through the month of 
February. 

“Pop with Compassion” 
by Dan Greer 
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New CMS Faculty and Staff by John Michael Little 
 
     In January of 2017 Community Montessori welcomed four new staff members. Carrie Gilbert (4-5 
grade math/science), Cheyenne Berry (bookkeeper), Angie Roberts (kindergarten teacher), and Marcie 
Autry (Special Ed. Assistant). Since the time when these staff members were hired they have helped us out 
in many different ways. 
 
     I interviewed Ms. Carrie Gilbert, 
and she said, “I like the philosophy of 
care and peace, and love these students 
already”.  She came to know about the 
position at this school because she has 
three children who are students here. 
Like what Ms. Gilbert said, Ms. 
Cheyenne Berry says, “I think the 
atmosphere is calm, peaceful, and 
accepting.”  

CMS welcomes Ms. Roberts, Ms. Gilbert, Ms. Berry, and Ms. Autry 

Book Character Parade – March 3rd   

Students are invited to dress as a 
favorite book character for the book 
character parade on March 3rd during 
Community Meeting. Be reading! 
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Thanks to Tracye Pulliam and all the 
contributors of this edition. If you would 
like to help with an upcoming newsletter, 

please contact Inge Poole at 
timandinge@att.net. 

February 2017 
 

 6-9   Change Challenge   17 Teacher In-service – no school  
    

   9  PTO Meeting at 8:30 am  20 Presidents’ Day – no school 
       

15-24 Bookfair in the Library  24 Yearbook Deadline (orders and ads) 
 
  16  Parent-Teacher Conferences 28 Spirit Night at Vann Drive Zaxby’s 
  ½ day for students    5-8 pm 
 
 
 
Anticipating March: 3rd Book character parade during Community Meeting, 4th Montessori Fest, 13-17th Spring Break 

Community Montessori School 
716 Westwood Drive 
Jackson, TN 38301 
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February CMS Newsletter Committee (l to r):  
Journalists Brooke Kinzer, Javion Greer, Photographer 

Callum Donnell, Journalists John Michael Little, Trey Williams, 
Dan Greer, and Carlee Webb  

Parents, please remember to send your 
students to school wearing tennis shoes 

on PE days. 

Please remember jackets/sweaters worn 
during the school day must match 

uniform policy specifics (See November 
and December newsletters for details). 


